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SUBJECT: POSSIBILITY OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION IN GAZA 

1. DURING RECENT CONVERSATION WITH OFFICIAL 
OF ISRAELI MILITARY GOVT IN GAZA (LIRAN), 

WE ASKED WHETHER AND HOW PLAN OF DEFMIN PERES 
TO INSTITUTE GREATER ADMINISTRATIVE AUTONOMY IN 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES WAS BEING IMPLEMENTED IN 
GAZA. 

2. LIRAN FIRST SAID THAT THERE WERE DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN SITUATIONS ON WEST BANK AND IN GAZA THAT 
PERES DIE NOT SEEM TO APPRECIATE FULLY. AS 
EXAMPLES HE MENTIONED TRADITIONAL RIVALRY BETWEEN 
LEADING FAMILIES OF NABLUS AND HEBRON, WHICH 

HAS NO COUNTERPART IN GAZA: AND FACT THAT 
PALESTINIAN REFUGEE POPULATION CONSTITUTES SMALL 
MINORITY OF WEST BANK POPULATION BUT MAJORITY 
IN GAZA. AS RESULT, WHAT MIGHT SEEM IMPOSSIBLE 
ON WEST BANK WAS REALISTIC, IF STILL DIFFICULT, 
PROPOSITION IN GAZA. 
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3. AFTER ASSERTING THAT THERE MAY BE "REAL 
SURPRISE" IN ADMINISTRATION OF GAZA IN NEXT 
FEW MONTHS, LIRAN SAID THAT GOI IS EXPLORING 
POSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING LOCAL DELIBERATIVE 
BODY REPRESENTING ENTIRETY OF GAZA STRIP, WHICH 
WOULD BEAR RESPONSIBILITY FOR DECISIONS AFFECTING 
ENTIRE AREA. (LIRAN USED TERM "MAJLIS".) HE ADMITTED 
THERE COULD BE PROBLEMS AT FIRST BECAUSE OF NEC- 
ESSARILY APPOINTIVE NATURE OF MEMBERSHIP AND 
ATTENDANT APPEARANCE OF COLLABORATION WITH 
OCCUPYING POWER. HE THOUGHT, HOWEVER, THAT 
THESE COULD BE OVERCOME IF GOI WERE WILLING 

TO GIVE GROUP REAL AUTHORITY. 

4. LIRAN CONCEIVED REPRESENTATION TO BE PARTIALLY 

BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA AND PARTIALLY BY ECONOMIC INTEREST 
GROUPS. HE ALSO BELIEVED THAT WHEREAS GOI MUST 
RETAIN POWER TO DECIDE SIZE OF BUDGETARY PIE TO BE 
PLACED AT DISPOSAL OF LOCAL BODY, LATTER 
MUST BE GIVEN POWER TO DECIDE HOW PIE WOULD BE CUT. 

LIRAN ADDED OBVIOUS FACT THAT MATTERS OF SECURITY 
WOULD REMAIN IN GOI HANDS. 


5. LIRAN INSISTED THAT PERSONS TO F ILL RESPONSIBLE 
POSITIONS WERE AVAILABLE, CITING RELATIVELY LARGE 
NUMBERS OF PALESTINIANS FROM GAZA WHO HAD COM- 
PLETED HIGHER EDUCATION AND WANTED TO RETURN. 

ASKED ABOUT POTENTIAL PROBLEMS WITH SUCH POLITICAL 
FACTIONS AS EXIST IN GAZA, LIRAN POINTED OUT THAT 
EVEN IN CASE OF FAMILY WHICH WAS OUT OF TOUCH 
WITH MAJORITY OF RESIDENTS SUCH AS SHAWWA CLAN, 

PROBLEM WAS PRIMARILY WITH OLDER MEMBERS WHEREAS 
YOUNGER EDUCATED SHAWWAS WERE EAGER TO ASSUME 
GREATER RESPONSIBILITY. 

6. COMMENT: WE ARE AWARE THAT SCHEME SUCH AS DESCRIBED 
ABOVE HAS BEEN IN MIND OF LIRAN FOR SOME TIME. HOWEVER, 
WE WOULD ASSESS PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH FINDING 
CAPABLE YOUNG MEN WILLING TO HOLD OFFICE UNDER ISRAELI 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 TEL AV 03136 221432Z 

OCCUPATION AS ONLY SLIGHTLY LESS DIFFICULT THAN 
ON WEST BANK, ALTOUGH WE UNDERSTAND IT TO BE 
TRUE THERE ARE SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF COLLEGE- 
TRAINED GAZAN RESIDENTS WHO WOULD LIKE TO RETURN 
BUT HERETOFORE HAVE HAD NO MEANIGFUL POSITIONS 
TO HOLD. IF IN FACT GOI IS CONSIDERING ESTABLISHMENT OF 
LOCAL AUTHORITY IN GAZA, LIRAN MAY HAVE SOLD 
IDEA OF ATTEMPTING SUCH MOVE AT THIS TIME ON 
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GROUNDS THAT IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO HAVE LOCAL 
AUTHORITY AVAILABLE TO OVERSEE WHATEVER CHANGES 
MIGHT BE NECESSARY IN PROVISION OF BASIC SERVICES 
SHOULD THOSE PROVIDED BY UNRWA HAVE TO BE CUT 
BACK (TEL AVIV 2991). 

VELIOTES 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WEST BANK, MILITARY OCCUPIED AREAS, SELFGOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975TELAV03136 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 80-0457 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750525/aaaaawok.tel 

Line Count: 121 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 JUL 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <28 NOV 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBILITY OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION IN GAZA 
TAGS: PFOR, SREF, IS, EG, GZ 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



